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Grapes Grown in a De$ignated Ar.$ of Southeastern California and Imported
Table Grapes: Proposed Cbang~ in Rt.gutatory Period
COMMENTS IN OP'pOsmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE:

Dear Docket Cl~
l
: Compafila Snd Amcrlc.ana de Vaporrs S.A opposes the above referenced

change in the effective date of TAble Grape Marketing Order 925 aDd the oompanion
~able Grape Import Regulation 4 that will furthet restrict table grapes $'tJPplied .from

qhile.

! Compaftia Sud Amerieana de V.pores SA is en2aged in the logirucs business.
~:ransportAtion of agrloult\m\J conunodities in winter and sprinS Se8S0~ a~oounts f()r a
significant plUt of our business. We ~ort appro~ly 24.767.Rl.9 ~x:~ of fresh
~le grap~ nom Chile 10 various pam in the U.S. anhUlilly. and 5.218.141 boxe~ in the
~Onth of ~prl1.
, ' .
i If th= Proposed Rule shoulci be adopted, the substantial portion of these April

shipments is e'X!'ecJ~ to either be tJxcluded, Of be rushed for shipment before April!. If

~z:terS pacJd11g out earlier to beat thc April 1 -the proposed new effective beginning

date for Marketing ~r 925 811d Import Regulation 4, a subStantial congestion may be

e~cnced at both the arrival and departllre ports, as more fruits will bc;loadc:d on to

~essels at Chilea.n ports at the same timo, more vt:ssels must be available ~ handle the

~ loads; marc vcssels will arrive at tho U ,So ports at the same time, roOte: fn1it must be

:Qrocossed through tho U.s. cu!.t.oms at the same time, and more fruit must :be .fumigated

dpon attivat at the same time. Flu1her delay in the processing of the table grapes hoth

HeroIC a;'I--I..- and upo n arrival can tlegat;ivel y affect the condition of the :ftuit.! \Jr J.-LL"""'"

~ There may also be a signifiCB.tlt redUction in the cargo volume ~er April 1,

dausing f~er ships to sail ro th~ U.S.. As a tCsul4 exporters must wait fur sufficient

Cargo to became available for fumigation a.nd loading in Chile~ and the delay in shipment
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is likely to neg1!1ively affect thc condition of the frt1it. In short, the Proposed Rule will
~te a substantial disruption in the orderly marketing of the product, contrary to the
stated legitimatc purpose of a. Inmkc:ting order.

Furthermorc, CompafifA Snd Amerlc,aha de Vapores S.A concurs with the
comments submitted by ASOEX, the Chilean Exporters Association ou4ined below.
Sp~i.fica1lYt Compdia Sud Americana d~ Vapores S.A agrees with ASOBX in that:

,
! 1.

2.

3.

4.

5.6.

7

The Proposed Rule imposes msrketing ordcr ~dards: On Chilcan
supplies when no domestic vBrieties are available, and fu~forc
constitutcs a non.tariff barrier contrary to the terms of WTO' Agreemen18
and the U.S.-Chile Free Tntde Agreement.
The Proposed Rule assesses inspection feos starting April. 1 when no
dom~tic supplies ".e being so charged, and thereby viol~ Article III
The ~rd sUb1nis..nOns for the proposed rule do nQt support the proposed
changes in the beginning and ending effective da.te of. M~etiDg Order
925 and d1e Cl)Dlpanion Table Grape Import Regulation 4- :
The chango in date from April 20 to April 1 will oreate: 9.tl artificial
shortAge of table grapes since thete i5 no other. commm-oially significant
and reliable supply from any ~urce other than Chile. .
The proposed change in tho beginning effective date of Marketing Order
925 and Table Grape Import RcgWatlon 4 from April 20 to' April 1 will
deprive U ,S. CCltlSWllers of ~ly of fresh table grapes durlng a period
when there is no other commercially ~ignificant and reliable i~pply nom
any source othcr than Chilc.' .

The Pml'Osed rule wf11 redut-e tbe volume of grapes shiPPc;4 to the U.S,
thus reducing CompA.5fa Sud AJJ1eri~n8 de Vapores~ revenue.
The PropoSOO role wilt affect our intaests negatively since, our vessels
availability and u.tiJ~on is determined in advance :taking into
conmderation elements such as the volume of cargo shipped by producers

I
and their U5ua.\ date of shipment. Should the Proposcd rule bc adopted.. it
will ~fica.nt1y affect oUt estimate for the relevant periods. :

, T\.-fore~ Compsftia Sud A1nerlC£ha de V8p4res SA urges the agency:to reject the

Pipposcd Rule.

Re.spectfil1l Y su bIn i tted,

Compat1ia Bud Americana de Vapores S.A

Car Carrier I.b.t'Reefer Senior -d~ldent
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